
REGULAR PINE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING, TUES. MAY 9, 2023 5:00 P.M.

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the Pine River City Council met in regular session on Tuesday MAY 9, at 5:00 p.m. Said meeting
was held in council chambers (O.S.) and via teleconference call (C.C.), in said City.

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order by Mayor Tamara Hansen.

ROLL CALL: Present: Tony DeSanto, Troy Gregory, Tamara Hansen, Patty Melby & Brent Norman

Absent:
OTHERS PRESENT (not on agenda):

● NORMAN MOTIONED, DESANTO SECONDED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR AS PRESENTED AND THE MEETING
MINUTES FROM THE FOLLOWING: REG. COUNCIL MEETING 4/11, REG. P&Z MEETING 4/25.
ALL VOTED AYE. CARRIED.

● DESANTO MOTIONED, MELBY SECONDED TO APPROVE BILLS, PAYMENTS AND CLAIMS AS FOLLOWS:
CITY ACCOUNT – CKS # 52198 – 52262, DD2015 – DD2037 $ 201,615.44

EFT PMNTS – HSA., MNCS., MNDCP 8/23 - 9/23, PERA, DCP.,
MED., SOC., FED., ST. , 8/23 - 9/23 $ 17,443.14

AIR FUEL - CK # 2084 $ 21,216.24

TOTAL ALL: $ 240,274.82
ALL VOTED AYE. CARRIED.

POLICE DEPT: Chief Paul present:

● Paul reported the number of calls for the month with nothing else reported.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/CHAMBER: John Carlson present:
● May Chamber letter submitted. John updated the Council on activities to take place this year.

CITY MAINTENANCE: PWD Mike Hansen not present:
● April report submitted. Planning to fill tower #1 next week. Water main leak was fixed. Street sweeping has started. Crack Sealing is

finished. LOTS of potholes, spray patching are in process. Street painting in two weeks. Parks are 90% done and Forbes will be
opening soon. Softball fields are up and running. Park pavilion project should begin in June with most other things happening after
the 150th celebration.

FIRE DEPT: Chief Kraig King not present:
● April report submitted.

BUILDING INSPECTOR: Jon Stewart not present.

HOUSING AUTHORITY: Julia Winkelman not present.
● No report submitted.

CITY ENGINEER: Bryan Drown present:
● Various updates were given. The City Rock Riffle received the ‘Environmental Stewardship’ award from American Public Works

Association at the State Level making it eligible to be submitted for a national award. At the national level it won ‘Small Cities/Rural
Communities Project of the Year’ in the Environment category. There will be an article published in the July issue of the APWA
magazine.

● Water plant plans are moving forward and should be finalized mid May. PFA application is ready for finalization but waiting due to
the potential of more funding becoming available.



CITY ATTORNEY: J. Bradley Person not present.

CITY CLERK: Terri Dabill reported.
● Office is busy with much going on. City’s portion of the audit preparation is complete and the auditors have stated they are hoping

to begin at the end of May. Spring Clean up is scheduled for Tuesday May 16th & Wednesday May 17th.
● Office will be closed Monday May 29th in observance of Memorial Day.

SEWER DISTRICT: M. Lupella/T. Gregory
● Gregory reported. There was an emergency with a stuck valve but the situation was taken care of amazingly. PRASD has a new

auditor.

AIRPORT: None present.
● Paul S. provided the Council with the bid cost of a major interior update painting, cleaning etc., at the A.D. building.

LIBRARY: Tami Beto reported.
● April report submitted.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

● Requesting Council approval of ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT amending verbiage in sections 5.4 #2 permitted uses & #5
excluded uses. Mayor Hansen questioned if anyone wished to speak...X 3. Having no one wishing to speak regarding the Zoning
Ordinance Amendment presented, Mayor Hansen called for motions. MELBY MOTIONED, DESANTO SECONDED TO APPROVE
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT AS PRESENTED. ALL VOTED AYE. CARRIED.

NEW BUSINESS:
● PINE RIVER MARKET SQUARE - Requests Council approval to waive the license fee for the market in exchange for City

advertisement on site at the market. GREGORY MOTIONED DESANTO SECONDED TO APPROVE REQUEST AS STATED. ALL VOTED
AYE. CARRIED.

● NUISANCES ORDINANCE - 92.015 - 92.022, ADDITION OF ‘BLIGHT’ VERBIAGE - Requesting Council approval of ‘BLIGHT”
addition to Nuisances Ordinance as presented. Council discussed presented verbiage recognizing an additional amendment would
be needed to address procedure for notification, abatement and fees. MELBY MOTIONED NORMAN SECONDED TO APPROVE
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT AS PRESENTED. DESANTO VOTED NAY. ALL VOTED. CARRIED.

● LIQUOR LICENSE - On August 11th 2022 Robert Walton requested Council permission and was approved for a Liquor License at his
new eating establishment. A public hearing was held. Mr. Walton has obtained Council permission to hold a street dance during the
150th celebration and to block off a portion of River St. adjacent to his property for this event. Robert is aware and understands that
he will need to apply for a ‘Special Event License’ to which all rules/regulations will be followed. Robert is finalizing said paperwork.
Requesting Council approval for an On - Sale liquor license to be issued contingent upon all paperwork being received and cleared.
MELBY MOTIONED, NORMAN SECONDED TO APPROVE LIQUOR LICENSE CONTINGENT ON FINAL DOCUMENTATION SUBMISSION.
ALL VOTED AYE. CARRIED.

● PRAF LAWFUL GAMBLING PERMIT - PRAF secured permission from Robert Walton allowing them to conduct Lawful Gambling at
his establishment. PRAF is requesting Council approval of their Lawful Gambling Permit application which would go into effect once
said establishment is open. NORMAN MOTIONED, MELBY SECONDED TO APPROVE PRAF LAWFUL GAMBLING PERMIT
APPLICATION. GREGORY ABSTAINED. ALL VOTED. CARRIED.

DESANTO -April Reg. Council meeting.
GREGORY -April Reg. Council, Reg. P & Z meeting, PRAF, Airport, Chamber, Sewer district.

MAYOR HANSEN - Reg. P & Z meeting, Summerfest (chamber), weekly Mayor duties.

NORMAN - April Reg. Council, Reg. P & Z meeting, Special CCEDC, Kitchigami, We are Water.

MELBY -April Reg. Council, Reg. P & Z meeting, weekly Office liaison duties.

ADJOURN: Being no further business to discuss MELBY MOTIONED, GREGORY SECONDED TO ADJOURN MEETING AT 5:35 p.m.

____________________________
Tamara Hansen, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________
Terri Dabill, Clerk/Treasurer




