
 

 
 

 
REGULAR PINE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026, 5:00 P.M.  
 

       1. CALL TO ORDER at 5pm. 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
3. ROLL CALL all council members present. 

 
Council Members present: Troy Gregory, Tamara Hansen, Patty Melby, Brent Norman 
Council Members absent: none 
 
Also present: Nicole Coler (City Clerk), Travis Grimler (Echo Journal), Mike Hansen (Public Works), Ben Sabas 

(Police Dept), Ryan Nelson (public member), Jim Schneider (cass county), Ben Lindstrom (cass county), Chris Kading 
(public member) 

 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR  

A. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:   
 
REG. COUNCIL MEETING 1/13,  
REG. P & Z MEETING 1/27 
 
Motion by Councilmember Melby , seconded by Councilmember Gregory to approve.  

 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 
 
 
B. APPROVAL OF BILLS, PAYMENTS AND CLAIMS ​  
   
   CITY ACCOUNT – CHECKS   #55034-55076 ,   DD2823 – DD2845​ ​ $145,574.54 
     EFT PMNTS. – HSA., MNCS., MNDCP, PERA, DCP., MED., SOC., FED., ST. , 1/26 - 2/26​ $18,655.39                                                       
   ​ ​ ​ ​                   ​  TOTAL EXPENDITURES:    ​ $164,229.93 

 
Motion by Councilmember Norman , seconded by Councilmember Gregory to approve. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 

 
 
OPEN FORUM/CITIZEN COMMENTS:  
 
Public Member attendee Chris Kading asks for clarification on permit policies. Mayor Hansen’s response is to fill out 
the special event application, purchase the annual permit, and the special event fees. 
 
 

         5. DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  
A. POLICE DEPT  

1.​UPDATES 
Chief Sabas presents updates, noting operations running as it should this time of year, typical across the board.  A garage door 

broke down recently, and so Chief Sabas prepared a $7625.00 quote for all garage doors and tracks to be replaced in March 



 

2026 as they are all in need of maintenance; this invoice is tentatively being paid by police community funds. Mayor Hansen 
inquired about the new sober living home and any concerns- Chief Sabas had glowing comments and no issues thus far. 

 
2.​OFFICE SPACE REQUEST 
Chief Sabas received a call from Cass County Sherriff Office to request using Pine River office space within the local Police 

Department. The Cass County Sheriff Department, represented by Ben Lindstrom and Jim Schneider, emphasizing a positive 
community impact through their work in creating a strong transition for those released back into communities. It is 
anticipated that probation officers and probationees would be in the area 4-5 times weekly. Mayor Hansen asked about 
regular/irregular frequencies such as hours and officers; Mr. Schneider summarized on 2 regular officers and other officers, 
which would be infrequent yet active. Councilmember Gregory directed a question to Chief Sabas for any potential conflicts 
with the police department’s regular duties, and plans for any damages incurred; the presenters assumed accountability for 
any potential damages, and would uphold privacy and control of duties using specific conference spaces and closed doors. 

 
Councilmember Melby asked for more understanding of why they cannot pay for the space.  The presenters referenced county 

policies and budgetary reasons.  Mayor Hansen shared an inquiry of local offenders getting more support, such as the sex 
offenders in the area. The presenters shared that there is a scoring system that calculates the needs of those in the probation 
program, as well as the priority of these probationees. Chief Sabas expressed little concern for the proposal and finds no 
issues with the request at this time; and holds the right to end the partnership if conflicts arise. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Norman and seconded by Councilmember Melby to allow Chief Sabas to decide and proceed at his 

preference and with no commitments to the proposed partnership. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried.  
 
 

B. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/CHAMBER  
    1.  UPDATES 
Councilmember Gregoary shared an update that the EDC wanted to talk to legislators regarding local happenings 
versus the Minneapolis  Chamber. Also, an upcoming event is Soup Wars March 7th. 
 
 
    C. CITY MAINTENANCE 
    1. UPDATES 
Director Mike Hansen presented on public works topics: 

●​ Parks: the ice rink may be done for the year. 
●​ Streets: spring will bring about pavement projects and spray patching. To be budgetarily conservative and 

cut costs, public works is working with The City of Breezy Point on doing this internally.   
●​ Wastewater: the annual wastewater conference is in March; Mike and Dalton are attending this year. 
●​ Water: Promoting freeze runs.  
●​ Public Works: Installed a new computer with a hard drive for windows 11. Found inventory to sell (stick 

welder, toolbox) for noted additional city revenue. 
 
Grant Project update: installation for a new tornado siren, funded partially by a Sourcewell grant, should happen 
in the next month or two, and should last 15 years. 

 
                  D. FIRE DEPT   

1. UPDATES 
Chief Caleb Peterson shared the following updates with the Clerk’s Department prior to the meeting: 

●​ The annual fire meeting is February 19th. 
●​ Gambling License: pull tabs at bites going very well. Still pursuing getting in with other businesses.  
●​ Nevada Ehlenfeldt resigned from the department. 
●​ Bella Ehlenfeldt has been released due to continuous lack of attendance or participation.  



 

 
 
Grant Project Update: turnout gear has been ordered using a sourcewell matching grant 
Grant Project Update: a new Polaris Side-by-side has been ordered using a sourcewell impact grant  
 
A motion to accept the resignation of Nevada Ehlenfeldt by Councilmember Norman, and seconded by Councilmember 
Melby.   
 
All voted aye. Motion carried. 

 
A Motion to release firefighter Bella Ehlenfeldt by Councilmember Norman, and seconded by Councilmember Melby.   
 
All voted aye. Motion carried. 
 
New Pine River Fire District status: Mayor Hansen believes the contract holders want to see the building lease, to know 
the liability parameters (who pays for repairs in the building); Mayor Hansen shares  with the council that each contract 
holder chooses their rep and district meeting- and for a new Pine River Fire District to form, 4 townships would need to 
participate/sign contract. 
 

E. BLDG INSPECTOR  
1.​ UPDATES 

 
No updates at this time. 
 
                  F. HOUSING AUTHORITY 

1.​ UPDATES 
 
No updates at this time. 
 
                 G. CITY ENGINEER 
                      1. UPDATEs 
 
No updates at this time. 
 
                  H. CITY ATTORNEY 

1.  UPDATES 
 
No updates at this time. 
 
                   I. CITY CLERK’S DEPT 

1.​ UPDATES 
 
Clerk Coler presented on priority projects and actions, including the 2025 audit and the new utility software setup. Clerk 
Coler also noted that the website upgrade should be complete soon, and the capital improvement plan is nearly complete 
as well. 
 
City Hall will be closed for federal holiday on Monday, February 16th. 
 



 

                   J. SEWER DISTRICT 
1.​ UPDATES 

Councilmember Gregory shared an update that Bolton & Menk presented a facility plan to the sewer district. 
 
 

K. AIRPORT 
1.​ UPDATES 

Councilmember Gregory shared that the airport has one Request For Qualification to be reviewed at the next 
monthly meeting (for securing next five years as Pine River’s airport engineering services). 
 
 

 L. LIBRARY 
1.​ UPDATES 

Councilmember Norman presented updates: 
●​ The first library advisory board meeting will take place this Thursday at the library.   
●​ To the best of his knowledge, doesn’t believe a realtor was contacted regarding the Kithcigami property 

price point, and will take the lead to call a realtor to get a price point on the land. 
 
 

2.​ BOARD AGENDA MANAGEMENT 
Mayor Hansen presented questions from the library manager that were asked through the clerk’s department: 
who takes minutes, who makes the agenda, and who sends out the communications.  The council responded that 
the board should be self-sufficient and have a member of the board manage the meeting minutes, and agenda 
distribution.  The council responded that these questions should be decided by the library advisory board, which 
also has a city council member to represent the city. 
 
 

 6. NEW BUSINESS 
1.​ COUNCILMEMBER APPOINTMENT 

 
A letter of interest is received by resident Scott Bristow. Chief Sabas confirmed the applicant passed the 
background check. Mayor Hansen asked for any other letters of interest for the vacant council position, with no 
other known interested parties. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Norman to approve Scott Bristow for the vacant council seat; seconded by 
Councilmember Gregory. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried. 
 

2.​ MULTI-FACTOR AUTHENTICATION 
 
Clerk Coler presented a request from IT service provider Dan Shelstad, wanting to implement multi-factor 
authentication for city staff’s electronic access practices.  Clerk Coler noted that this does align with the best 
practices the council formally supported in the Nov 2025 P+Z meeting; Dan Shelstad would like this done 
before March 1st. 
 



 

Motioned by Councilmember Gregory and seconded by Councilmember Norman to approve multi-factor 
authentication in electronic access practices.  
 
All voted aye. Motion carried. 
 

 7. OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 

 
8. COUNCIL FORUM 
Councilmember Gregory: regular city council, planning&zoning, sewer, PRAF, EDC, Chamber, Game Changers 
Councilmember Melby: regular city council, planning and zoning 
Councilmember Norman: regular city council, planning and zoning, Kitchigami board 
Mayor Hansen: regular city council, planning and zoning, summerfest 
 

           9. ADJOURN 
 
Motion by Councilmember Melby to adjourn the meeting,  and seconded councilmember Norman. 
 
All voted aye; motion carried. 
 
Adjourned at 5:58pm. 


