
 

REGULAR PINE RIVER CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026, 5:00 P.M.  

 
       1. CALL TO ORDER ​ ​ Called to order by Mayor Tamara Hansen at 5:00pm 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
3. ROLL CALL  
 

Council Members present: Troy Gregory, Tamara Hansen, Scott Bristow, Brent Norman. 
Council Members absent: Patty Melby 
 
Also present: Nicole Coler (City Clerk), Travis Grimler (Echo Journal), Mike Hansen (Public Works), 

Sara (public member), Bryan Drown (City Engineer), Ben Sabas (Police Dept), Ryan Nelson (public 
member), Jana Johnson (public member) 

 
 
 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR  
A. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:   
 
      REG. COUNCIL MEETING 4/14,   REG. P & Z MEETING 4/28,   EMERGENCY MEETING 4/28 
 
 
Motion by Councilmember Norman, seconded by Councilmember Gregory to approve.  

 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 
 
 
 
B. APPROVAL OF BILLS, PAYMENTS AND CLAIMS ​  
     CHECKS  #55162-55226, CLAIMS #41602-41622, DD2900-2921​ ​ ​ $123,319.91 
     EFT PMNTS, HSA., MNCS., MNDCP, PERA, VOYA, SOC., FED., STATE, MED      ​ $32,057.08                                                       
   ​ ​ ​ ​                   ​  TOTAL EXPENDITURES:    ​ $155,376.99 
 
 
Motion by Councilmember Norman, seconded by Councilmember Bristow to approve. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 

 
 
 

5. OPEN FORUM/CITIZEN COMMENTS:  
PRESENTERS MAY BE LIMITED IN THE TIME ALLOWED FOR THEIR PRESENTATION. 
 

Ryan Nelson presents, and provides a copy of his speech prepared, to be included in the minutes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

      6. DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  
 
A. POLICE DEPT  

1.​UPDATES 
 

Chief Sabas presents updates on police activity: 
●​ 166 calls for service, and  
●​ The department has replaced the squad car that was damaged last month; insurance covered the costs of 

vehicle purchase, graphics, and all. The new vehicle should be delivered next week, and holds a similar 
vehicle profile as the previous one (such as mileage, etc).  

 
 

B. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/CHAMBER  
    1.  MINUTES SUBMITTED 
 

Councilmember Norman thought the revolving loan was depleted farther than is being reported- Mayor Hansen references 
the David Leidl properties project being on hold and so those monies are still available. 

 
 
C. CITY MAINTENANCE 
    1. UPDATES 
 

Director reports on  
●​ Water- good 
●​ Wastwater- good 
●​ Parks- minor repairs and upgrades, slow going but open.  Ball fields will be tomorrow. Parks are doing well. 
●​ Streets- spray patching next week.   
●​ New tornado siren next month. 
●​ Timetrex- timecard software is getting implemented with public works and clerks department. 

 
The council should need to approve additional employees in the timetrex software (to include council members) and would like the 
employee count to be increased from 10 to 13.  Mayor Hansen asks if they could remove the additional employees, if it ended up not 
being helpful; Director Hansen confirms yes.   
 
Motion to approve 13 employees for timetrex, from originally approving 10.  Motion by Councilmember Norman, seconded by 
Gregory. 
 

All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 
 

Add to next planning and zoning agenda. 
 
    2. TRANSFER OF 2025 FUNDS  
 

Director Hansen introduces 2025 funds that need to be transferred between governmental funds as part of the 2025 fiscal year and 
budget.  The list of transfers will move the funds into the proper accounts, per the 2025 budget. 
 
Coler assures all are from the approved 2025 city budget. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Norman, seconded by Councilmember Bristow to approve. 
 



 

All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 
 
 

                D. FIRE DEPT   
1. UPDATES 
 

No updates at this time. 
 
 
2. RESOLUTION 05-12-2026-1 
 

Fire District members from local townships (and The City’s fire hall) have prepared the content that is necessary for establishing a 
new entity (“Pine River Fire District”). Supporting documents for this resolution have been provided to the council and include the 
joint powers agreement, entity by-laws, a list of assets to transfer from The City to the new fire district, and roster of contract holders 
within the fire district.  The resolution also establishes an anticipated date of transition for July 1st, 2026 (aligning with contract terms) 
as well as establishing a fire district board, which designates Michael Hansen as the city representation within this new board. 
 
Michael Hansen, retired fire chief, is willing and interested in serving on the fire district board as city representative. The council is in 
agreement. 
 
The council is asked to motion for approval of the resolution presented, with full support for the proposed fire district entity.   
 

 
Motion by Councilmember Bristow, seconded by Councilmember Gregory to approve the resolution. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 

 
 
 

E. BLDG INSPECTOR  
1.​ UPDATES  

 
No updates at this time. 
 
 
              F. HOUSING AUTHORITY 

1.​ UPDATES 
 
No updates at this time. 
 
         G. CITY ENGINEER 
                    1. UPDATES 
 
No updates at this time. 
 
​
 

         H. CITY ATTORNEY 
                    1.  UPDATES 
 
 
No updates at this time. 
 



 

 
          I. CITY CLERK’S DEPT 

1.​ UPDATES 
 
City Hall will be closed Monday, May 25th for holiday. 
 
 

2.​ RESOLUTION 05-12-2026-2 
 
 
The resolution proclaims The City of Pine River hereby adopt the IRS standard business mileage rate of 
72.5 cents per mile. This is a standard reviewed in fiscal audits and is expected that we align with 
federal rates. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Gregory, seconded by Councilmember Bristow to approve. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 

 
 
          J. SEWER DISTRICT 

1.​ UPDATES 
 
No updates at this time. 
 
 
          K. AIRPORT 

1.​ UPDATES 
 
No additional updates at this time. 
 

2.​ TERMINAL BUILDING PAY APPLICATIONS NO. 1 AND 2 
 
The council is asked to motion to approve the pay applications as presented. These pay applications are part of the airport’s federal 
grant-funded projects and will be reimbursed using the FAA credit application program which allows us to anticipate reimbursements 
within 60 days. The current balance in the general funds can manage these large payments. 
 
TERMINAL PAY APPLICATION NO 1 TOTAL​  $19,950.00 
 
 

 
TERMINAL PAY APPLICATION NO 2 TOTAL ​  $81,292.45 
 

 
Motion by Councilmember Gregory, seconded by Councilmember Norman to approve the airport’s terminal 
building pay applications 1 and 2 as presented. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 
 

 
 
 



 

3.​ TAXILANE PAY APPLICATION NO. 1 
 
TAXILANE PAY APPLICATION NO 1 TOTAL​  $73,887.08 
 

 
Motion by Councilmember Greg, seconded by Councilmember Bristow to approve the airport’s taxilane pay 
application no. 1 for a total of $73,887.08. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 

 
 
 
           L. LIBRARY 
 

1.​ REPORT SUBMITTED 
 
 
No additional updates at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1.​ DUCK DROP GAMBLING APPLICATION 
 
The gambling application references the presentation by Lisa (public member) at the last planning and zoning meeting regarding a 
gambling activity- split the pot.  The application is for the gambling control board and requires a city resolution and signature for 
processing.   
 
Resolution 5-12-2026-3 aligns for the social district rules, and satisfies the requirements for the Minnesota Gambling Control Board.  
 
Public member Jana seeks a copy of the social district resolution from last year and asked about wrist bands. Chief Sabas encouraged 
wrist bands and that the event organizer should be able to manage and govern the social district therein. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Bristow, seconded by Councilmember Norman to approve Resolution 5-12-2026-3. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 
 

 
Resolution 5-12-2026-4 is presented by Councilmember Gregory, for a gambling application for the chamber of 
commerce for raffle events.  The application has the same outline and requirements, and so a resolution is being presented 
to the council for approval. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Norman, seconded by Councilmember Bristow to approve Resolution 5-12-2026-4. 

 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 

 
 
 
 



 

2.​ MOBILE FOOD UNIT APPLICATIONS (3) 
 
 

Three mobile food unit applications have been submitted to City Hall for approval- Clerk Coler brings forth these 
applications to council for additional review before approval: 
 

1.​ BAD HABITS MINI-DONUTS FOR PICKLEFEST EVENT (SINGLE EVENT) 
 

Council does not find any concerns or issues with the application, and approval is not needed by city council.   
 
 

2.​ IWONI’S PEROGI FOR ACE HARDWARE GRAND OPENING (SINGLE EVENT) 
 

 
Council does not find any concerns or issues with the application, and approval is not needed by city council.  

 
 

3.​ LITTLE SAUCERS LLC FOR ACE HARDWARE GRAND OPENING (SINGLE EVENT) 
 
 

Council does not find any concerns or issues with the application, and approval is not needed by city council.  
 

 
 
 

3.​ COMP PAYOUT POLICY 
 
 
Councilmember Norman would like to table this agenda item for the next planning and zoning meeting.  
Councilmember Norman is not yet comfortable with the terms and would like to see more than 40 hours 
(change to 60 hours) and maybe a whole year rather than the 3 months of time to use comp payout accruals.   
 
Councilmember Norman would like to rework the verbage. Mayor Hansen would also like to let this topic have 
further discussion.  
 
Add the next planning and zoning agenda. 
 
 
 

4.​ COUNCIL MEMBER RESIGNATION 
 
The council needs to accept Councilmember Melby’s resignation. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Gregory, seconded by Councilmember Norman to approve. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 

 
 



 

 
5.​ COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENT 

 
City Hall has received a letter of interest from Mike Lupella for the council member position.  Council may 
appoint this person to the remainder of Patty’s term. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Gregory, seconded by Councilmember Bristow to approve. 
 
All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 

 
        
       8. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1.​ CITY-WIDE CLEANUP DAY 
 
The city no longer sends seasonal newsletters in the mail and so the community did not have their typical communications 
regarding the city-wide clean up day. With that that said, the council feels the program should have amplified promotions 
using digital portals, and additional promotional efforts.  
 
The City would like to do another city-wide cleanup day in June to compensate for the communication challenges. 
Tuesday June 16th is suggested- just for brush piles. 
 
Clerk Coler will generate a new event flyer and roll out promotions. 
 
 

2.​ Agenda request form 
 
Would like to add  “filling out the form and submitting it to the office does not constitute being put on an agenda.  This is 
the means for being considered as an agenda item.”  This form is for either the planning and zoning agenda or the council 
meeting. 
 
 
Motion by Councilmember Norman and second by Councilmember Bristow to approve the agenda request form.  
 

All voted aye. Motion carried and approved. 
 
         
        9. COUNCIL FORUM 
 

Councilmember Gregory:  regular city council, planning&zoning, emergency meeting, airport, PRAF, chamber 
Councilmember Bristow: regular city council, planning&zoning, emergency meeting, fire district 
Councilmember Norman: regular city council, planning and zoning, emergency meeting, fire district 
Mayor Hansen: regular city council, planning and zoning, emergency meeting 

 
 
            
        10. ADJOURN​ Motion by Councilmember Norman, second by Councilmember Gregory. Adjourned at 5:49pm 


